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1
Introduction

A number of  years ago, at the annual conference of  the European 
Group for the Study of Deviance and Social Control, a long-standing 
debate within and around criminology (re)emerged as a dominant 
theme of discussions outside the formal sessions – namely, what is the 
theoretical rationale and political utility of retaining a commitment to 
the analysis of crime, (criminal) law and the criminal justice system? 
During those discussions, an alternative focus, around the notion of 
social harm, was explored as well as the theoretical feasibility and policy 
potential of an alternative set of discourses.1 The exploration of these 
issues was developed subsequently at a conference in 1999 organised 
and hosted by colleagues at the School for Policy Studies, University of 
Bristol. Since then we have presented a number of conference papers 
on various aspects of social harm. This book is a product of all these 
deliberations. 

The principal aim of a social harm approach is to move beyond the 
narrow confines of  criminology with its focus on harms defined by 
whether or not they constitute a crime, to a focus on all the different 
types of harms, which people experience from the cradle to the grave. 
The range and type of harm people experience during their life course 
are, of course, extremely varied. Many will suffer food-poisoning, others 
will die in car crashes or be run over by a car, some will fall off  ladders 
doing DIY in the home, a large number will die or be injured either 
going to work or while at work, others will die or will be disabled for life 
from medical mistakes or other factors such as super bugs in hospitals, 
many will suffer considerable financial loss as a direct result of  mis-
selling of pensions, endowment policies and other financial products. 
Some of  these events will be captured by the criminal law. Most of 
the events, however, will not be seen as criminal and categorised in 
a variety of  different ways from ‘outcomes of  the market economy’ 
to ‘accidents’ or ‘mistakes’. Yet for the person who dies, whether it 
is from a deliberate act, ‘accident’ or indifference they are still dead 
with all the social and economic consequences for their family and 
friends. Similarly, if  a person is injured or they ‘lose’ their life savings, 
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2 BEYOND CRIMINOLOGY

the immediate harm is the same whether it is socially constructed as 
a crime or a mistake. Thus, it is a central premise of this book that it 
makes no sense to separate out harms, which can be defined as criminal, 
from all other types of  harm. All forms of  harms we argue must be 
considered and analysed together. Otherwise a very distorted view of 
the world will be produced.

Our argument is not that the harms resulting from events, acts and 
omissions, which are defined in the criminal law, are unimportant or that 
criminology as a discipline does not have a contribution to make to the 
understanding of harm. On the contrary, a number of the harms arising 
from events which are defined as criminal are socially, economically 
and psychologically very damaging and have widespread consequences. 
Our argument is that a number of consequences arise as a direct result 
of the bracketing of crime from other harms and focusing extensively 
on criminal harm. It provides a highly partial, biased and distorted 
view of the nature and extent of harms people experience during their 
lifetime and makes any attempt to explain the origins of criminal harms 
suspect. Moreover, it helps to perpetuate the belief  that the solution 
to many different forms of social harm is by criminalizing them and 
ratcheting up and broadening the aims of the criminal justice system. 
More fundamentally, it leads to a neglect of much more damaging and 
dangerous forms of harm. 

The book seeks to explore a number of  different types of  harm 
and to make a theoretical contribution to discussions around the 
conceptualisation of the notion of harm, as well as attempting to explain 
why so much harm takes place. To this end the book brings together a 
number of chapters written by the four editors, as well as a number of 
specifically commissioned chapters to explore various aspects of  the 
study of social harm. We make no claims to provide a definitive text 
on the subject. There are a number of obvious gaps in the substantive 
harms considered and the theoretical ideas are in their infancy. This 
is inevitable in embarking on a new enterprise. Nevertheless, the book 
provides the broad contours of a social harm perspective and lays down 
a challenge to move beyond criminology to a more holistic analysis of 
the vagaries that are likely to befall all of us. 

The book opens with an analysis by Paddy Hillyard and Steve Tombs 
of the key features of the debate as it currently stands between, on the one 
hand, those who would retain a commitment to ‘crime’ and criminology 
and, on the other hand, those who would abandon criminology for a 
social harm perspective. To this end, the chapter begins by highlighting 
several criticisms of  criminology, criticisms raised in particular by a 
diverse group of  critical criminologists over the past 30 to 40 years. 



 INTRODUCTION 3

While these are hardly new, the rehearsal of  these is an important 
starting point for a discussion of  the potential of  the development 
of  an alternative discipline. The chapter then proposes a number of 
reasons why a disciplinary approach organised around a notion of social 
harm may prove to be more productive than has criminology hitherto: 
that is, may have the potential for greater theoretical coherence and 
imagination, and for more political progress. 

There is no simple assumption here, or throughout the pages that 
follow, that a social harm approach has a necessary superiority over 
criminology, and that the study of each has potential advantages over 
the other. While there certainly are potential problems to be faced in 
any shift away from criminology towards a social harm approach, 
arguments can be made for this shift to occur. It is our view that the 
contributions presented in this volume represent a significant testimony 
both to the limits of criminology and, more importantly, to the possible 
advantages of a disciplinary approach based around a concept of social 
harm. It also needs to be emphasised, however, that, even if  we are 
to accept that there are an array of merits and disadvantages to each 
discipline, then there are bases for evaluating or arbitrating between 
these competing claims. For us, as critical social scientists, key questions 
that must be asked of a discipline are to what end, and for whom, does 
it seek to produce knowledge? The more adequate discipline, then, is 
the one which produces knowledge more likely to enhance social justice. 
Ultimately, the issue of  any shift from criminology to a social harm 
approach must be resolved from the viewpoint of a politics informed 
by social justice. 

A central thesis of the book is that much harm is ‘the social wreckage 
of  neo-liberal globalisation’.2 In Chapter 3 Steve Tombs and Paddy 
Hillyard therefore present a theoretical framework to explain the 
production of  harm based on a critique of  economic policies in 
general, and the neo-liberal paradigm in particular. The first part 
of  the chapter explores some of  the principal characteristics of  this 
model: the growing concentration of  economic power, the moves to 
further deregulation, the hegemony of the project and, perhaps most 
important of all, the exponential increases in the levels of inequality in 
the world. The second part of the chapter attempts to develop an initial 
typology of the different forms of harm which are directly or indirectly 
produced by the neo-liberal model of  economic progress. While the 
chapter provides an overarching explanation, we would not argue 
that everything could be explained by a political economy approach. 
Custom, tradition, gender, race and other factors are all important as 
illustrated in other chapters.
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One of the considerable ironies of the apparent triumph of western 
liberalism is that it exists alongside the chaos of war, crime and poverty. 
These phenomena occur not only in developing countries but also 
in the developed world. In the most advanced democratic society in 
the world, as Jamil Salmi points out in Chapter 4, 20 per cent of the 
children live in poverty, 3.5 million people are homeless, one-third of 
all families go hungry on a regular basis, 42 million live without health 
insurance, 23,000 people are murdered and 50,000 rapes are reported 
every year. To top it all, it has the highest concentration of jailed people 
in the world. How can such staggering levels of  violence coexist, he 
asks, alongside capitalism and democracy? To understand violence 
he develops a systematic analytical framework to explore its various 
dimensions and then identifies the patterns and relationships linking the 
various manifestations of violence to the prevailing economic, social 
and political power structures in an effort to establish accountability. 

Another considerable irony of  the apparent triumph of  western 
liberalism and its rhetoric of  rights and responsibilities is the utter 
indifference it shows to the production of harm. In Chapter 5 Simon 
Pemberton seeks to identify the processes which operate in capitalist 
society to promote moral indifference among its population to the 
suffering of others. He begins by pointing out the lack of interest of 
mainstream criminology in the topic before assessing the contribution 
of critical criminology. He provides a perceptive comparison between 
the importance given to the concept of intention and how it is central 
to the definition of crime and the notion of moral indifference. While 
the latter is potentially far more harmful than much intentional criminal 
events, it carries little or no opprobrium. In the second part of  his 
chapter he attempts to develop a theory of moral indifference building 
upon Bauman’s work. 

In Chapter 6 Tony Ward argues that instead of all the harms caused by 
the state being incorporated into a social harm approach, they should be 
covered by a notion of state crime – defined as a form of organisational 
deviance involving human rights violations – and this topic should form 
part of  criminology. This would further make the expanding cadres 
of students signed up for criminology courses aware that even on the 
most narrowly legalistic definition, serious crime is predominantly the 
activity of governments and government officials. Another important 
reason is political. Criminology, he suggests, should be part of  the 
process of labelling and sanctioning this extensive form of harm. He 
touches on the political economy of state harm and argues that there 
are clear economic connections between state violence and economic 
conditions depending on whether the state is ‘strong’ or ‘weak’. The 
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final section of his chapter outlines two possible ways of studying state 
harms that lie outside the concept of crime.

Miscarriages of  justice are commonplace in any criminal justice 
system. In the United States they have received considerable attention 
in the context of the death penalty and in the United Kingdom (UK) 
there have been a number of  very high-profile cases where innocent 
people have been found guilty of  crimes which they did not commit 
and as a consequence have spent many years in jail before finally 
being released. In Chapter 7 Michael Naughton adopts a social harm 
approach to reorientate definitions of miscarriages of justice away from 
high-profile wrongful convictions to embrace the mundane routine 
successful appeals against criminal conviction. He catalogues the types 
of victims and the variety of forms of harm they experience as a result 
of a conviction which is overturned on appeal. He thus opens up an 
uncharted and little discussed but very important form of harm within 
the criminal justice system. Thus the chapter is not so much a critical 
engagement with the underlying theoretical or methodological tenets 
of a social harm approach, but a sympathetic application to illuminate 
the promise of a social harm approach in the specific area of wrongful 
criminal convictions. Its primary aim is to show the ability of a social 
harm approach to raise questions that have not hitherto been posed 
and, simultaneously, contribute to the establishment of new agendas 
for social problems.

In Chapter 8 Joe Sim considers what he terms as the ‘victimised state’ 
– the ideological construction of the nature and extent of violence and 
dangers facing prison and police officers. He deconstructs the official 
data concerning deaths and injuries sustained by these state servants, 
and challenges the social construction of these groups as ‘victimised’. 
He compares the approaches to the deaths of prison and police officers 
with deaths in state custody and police-induced deaths on the roads 
and considers the theoretical implications generated by the political and 
cultural fixation with the ‘victimised state’. In particular, he explores 
the links with the reinforcement of authoritarian law and order policies. 
There is a need, he suggests, to reflect on the moral underpinnings of 
state interventions and the role that regressive visions of morality play in 
defining and redefining the nature of these interventions. When a police 
or prison officer is murdered, the plaintive iconography that is mobilised 
must be challenged in order to try and avoid a further intensification in 
the state’s clampdown and the production of yet more harm. 

Decomposing bodies washed ashore on beaches, frozen bodies 
found in the undercarriage wheels of  aircraft and stacked bodies in 
lorry containers are just some of the horrific outcomes for people who 
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have attempted to leave their homes and start a new life elsewhere. 
Thousands upon thousands of men, women and children have died, 
and are dying annually. In a powerful and disturbing chapter (Chapter 
9) Frances Webber details the widespread harm stemming directly from 
exclusionary immigration and asylum policies, which she dissects with 
detailed precision. Migration itself, she argues, has been redefined as a 
crime against the new economic order. Public policies in this context, 
far from being benign, cause widespread death throughout the world. 
To legitimise the wholesale criminalisation and exclusion of  victims 
of  globalisation, politicians harness and exploit popular racism and 
xenophobia. In so doing they provide aid and comfort to the far right 
and encourage the spread of racist violence.

While people die seeking a better life, many people die working. 
In May 2002, the International Labour Organisation (ILO) estimated 
that 2 million workers die each year through work-related accidents 
and diseases. This is more than 5,000 every day and it is considered 
to be a large underestimate of  the true figure. In Chapter 10 Steve 
Tombs details some of  the main killers in the workplace, such as 
cancers and respiratory disease. He also analyses the extensive social, 
psychological and financial harm work-related death causes before 
presenting the results of  a detailed statistical audit undertaken into 
the work of the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) – the government 
body with primary responsibility for enforcing health and safety law 
in Britain. He specifically examines the work undertaken by the HSE’s 
‘operational inspectors’ – those inspectors who inspect workplaces, 
investigate reported injuries, and decide whether or not to impose 
enforcement notices or to prosecute. The chapter adds to the body 
of evidence that clearly indicates that the criminal law does not offer 
effective occupational health and safety protection. 

Death is also the theme of  Chapter 11. Danny Dorling examines 
13,000 murders committed in Britain between January 1981 and 
December 2000. In a highly original contribution he rejects the 
dominant criminological conceptualisation of murder with its detailed 
focus on individual murderers, the victims and the modus operandi. 
Instead, he treats murder in a Durkheimian problematic as a social 
fact and, therefore, much more than the sum of individual acts and 
relates the data to social structures and social change. In particular, 
he shows that the majority of  murders are concentrated in the poor 
parts of Britain. 

He addresses two central questions: why are some people much more 
likely to be murdered than others and why are the rates of murder in 
Britain changing as they are? This is perhaps the most challenging part 
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of the chapter and raises a number of issues, which takes us beyond 
the traditional criminological gaze. He analyses the murder rates by 
age cohort and discovers that for one particular group of men – those 
men born in 1965 and after – their murder rate is generally increasing 
as they age. Most of  these men left school in the summer of  1981, 
which was the first summer for over 40 years that a young man living 
in a poor area would find work or training very scarce. The situation 
then got steadily worse as the Conservative government pursued a neo-
liberal economic agenda, which decimated the manufacturing sector 
in Britain. Dorling concludes that those who perpetuated the social 
violence and those who voted them in are the prime suspects for most 
of the murders in Britain. 

In Chapter 12 Christina Pantazis takes a life course approach to the 
study of harm endured by women and girls in the developing world. 
These harms often result in death, disability or other serious injuries. 
Yet they have been largely ignored by criminology – a theme raised 
at the outset. The unique contribution of the chapter lies in bringing 
together a very wide range of  research covering different regions of 
the developing world and detailing the most significant harms – both 
in terms of  extent and impact – experienced by females at different 
stages of their lives. The analysis makes for grim reading. It illustrates 
that the cause of  a significant amount of  harm in the world stems 
from gender oppression, economic interests, social customs and other 
factors. As well as showing the widespread and devastating harm which 
women and girls experience worldwide during their lives, it illustrates 
the many advantages that a life course approach can bring to the study 
of social harm.

In Chapter 13, aptly entitled ‘Heterosexuality as Harm: Fitting In’, 
Lois Bibbings considers ways of  applying a social harm analysis to 
heterosexuality – a hegemonic concept if ever there was one. She provides 
a fascinating analysis showing how heterosexuality in western societies 
is considered to be the only appropriate form of sexual expression and 
‘real sex’ requires sexual intercourse. ‘Fitting in’ is thus a sine qua non 
of  sexual activity and all other forms or practices are judged against 
this appropriately erect and wholly embracing construction – they are 
either not real sex or beyond the pale (or ‘pole’?). Gender is also a 
crucial aspect of this analysis. For example, as she puts it: ‘The male 
always comes first, is dominant and the norm against which the Other 
is measured … the female comes second (if  she comes at all)’. 

In the second half of the chapter she explores the harm caused by the 
hegemonic ideology of heterosexuality in two concepts: in the family 
and in medicine. She begins with the family and details how the cosy 
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heterosexual family unit centring upon a man and a woman, married 
or unmarried, who cohabit in a sexual relationship and reproduce is 
taken as the norm, causing untold harm to those who wish to live in 
other forms of relationship – such as gays and lesbians, and intersex 
or transsexuals people. Her second example focuses on medicine and 
continues with the theme of  fitting in. She describes a number of 
examples of the way surgery is used to remove or reshape healthy body 
parts to enforce versions of heterosexual conformity among men and 
women. The examples include clidoridectomy, circumcision and the 
surgical treatment of intersex people. The chapter concludes by briefly 
recognising the numerous other spheres – work, health, education, 
politics, to list a few – to which a social harm approach could be applied 
to deconstruct the dominant construction of heterosexuality. 

In Chapter 14 Roy Parker focuses on children and explores the harm 
that children suffer and the harm that they are considered to do. He 
traces the different types of harm to specific children, with an emphasis 
on physical and sexual abuse rather than with neglect. Interestingly 
from a harm perspective, he argues emotional abuse is now being 
taken more seriously. He raises the important question of where the 
principal responsibility may lie: with parents, schools, care homes, penal 
establishments, the state or the market, which is increasingly targeting 
children. He explores the varied and often-inconsistent responses to 
the harms caused by children before making the point that no clear-cut 
distinction can in fact be made between the harm done to children and 
the harms that children do. There is considerable evidence to suggest 
that the children who harm have often been harmed themselves. The 
harm can take a variety of forms from inconsistent or erratic parenting 
to extensive physical attacks. In such a context, he asks, is it possible to 
apply the notion of criminal intent? The relationship between the two 
is complicated and variable. He concludes by suggesting that if  harms 
were better documented and understood and their relative severities 
gauged, more appropriate policies might be adopted.

The leaders of the world have repeatedly committed themselves to 
eradicating poverty over the past 40 years. Unfortunately, they have 
singularly failed to act despite the necessary technological and economic 
resources being available to fulfil these commitments. In Chapter 15 
Dave Gordon discusses poverty, the world’s largest source of  social 
harm. Poverty causes more death, disease, suffering and misery than 
any other social phenomena. Over 10 million young children die in 
the world each year and, in over half  of these deaths, malnutrition is a 
contributory cause. Yet the cost of preventing these deaths is relatively 
small, $13 billion per year for ten years would provide basic health and 
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nutrition for every person on the planet. By comparison $30 billion 
was spent on pizza in the United States (US) in 2002 (Pizza Marketing 
Quarterly, 2003). The reasons why world leaders and policy-makers are 
indifferent to the death and suffering of the ‘poor’ is that they are an 
indirect consequence of the capitalist global economic system. Since 
no one intended all these children to die young their deaths are seen 
as unfortunate but not unjust. Similarly, policy-makers are unwilling 
to risk the likely small political harm of  redistributing 0.2 per cent 
of the world’s income to the ‘poorest’ (the amount needed to provide 
basic social services for all) even though they may desire an end to 
world poverty. Social harm, unlike criminology, provides a theoretical 
framework for examining the effects of unintended harms and therefore 
has something meaningful to contribute to debates on poverty – the 
greatest social cause of premature death on the planet. 

A central premise of  the book is that criminal harm forms a very 
small and largely insignificant proportion of the vast bulk of harms 
which take place daily. It is our hope that the book illustrates the types 
of issues and themes which we consider should be at the centre of a 
social harm perspective. Taken together the chapters provide a selection 
of the range of harms people are likely to experience during their lives, 
most of which will never be captured by the criminal law. In particular, 
the volume of preventable death is thousands of times greater than the 
number of deaths which are labelled as homicides. Thus the book as a 
whole provides a challenge to the distorting and distorted approach of 
criminology as an intellectual discipline. It cannot be seen as objective 
when it ignores so much of the more destructive and damaging harms 
while showing a concern with vast amounts of  trivial harm both 
nationally and internationally. It will always be a suspect discipline as 
long as it bases its endeavours on a narrow set of events defined by those 
organisations which create so much harm – nation states. It is time to 
move beyond criminology and to begin to take harm seriously.



Abacha, Sani 89
Abu-Ghraib detention centre 64
accidents 58, 69–70, 114
Adcock, M. 241
adiaphorisation 81–2
Afghanistan 55, 58, 89, 90
 refugees from 139, 148
Agent Orange 58–9, 97
Ahmadi family 148
aid, and corruption 75
Airline Liaison Officers (ALOs) 138
Aitken, L. 214
Albright, Madeleine 72
Alcendor, Joseph 153
Almeria 49
Althusser, L. 115
Amnesty International 59, 62, 65–6, 208
anal sex 220
Anderson, P. 52
Annan, Kofi 213
anomie theory 87
anti-social behaviours 30–1, 247–8
anti-terrorist legislation 129, 154
antibiotics 48
Argentina 93, 213
 elder abuse 213
Armenia 57, 64
asbestos-related deaths 156, 157–8
Ashford, M. 144
Association of Chief Police Officers 

(ACPO) 152
asylum seekers
 criminalisation 30, 133, 141–2
 denigration of 151–2, 153
 detention 142–6
 and documentation 135
 racist attacks on 152–4
 segregation 146–7
 welfare provision 145, 146, 148
 see also immigrants
Australia
 and gay partnership schemes 228

 immigration policy 139, 142, 150
Australian aboriginals 59–60
Austria 135
Ay family 148
Ayaz, Mohammed 140

Bangladesh
 discriminatory childcare practices 202
 honour killings 208
Banks, Dennis 65
basic welfare interests 85, 86
Bauman,, Z. 73–82, 100
Beck, U. 26, 114
Becker, J. 94
Beetham, D. 98
Begin, Menachem 65
being for the other 75–7
Belgium 228
Bendectin 97
Bentham, Jeremy 84–5
biphobia 222–3
Birmingham Six 102, 106, 108
bisexuality 222–3
Black, R.E. 254
Blair, Tony 30, 33, 52, 154
Blunkett, David 147, 148, 151, 152, 154
Boateng, Paul 118
Bolivia 61
Bornstein, K. 219
Bosnia 57, 61–2
Boukovsky, V. 64
Box, S. 11, 13, 68–9, 71, 126
Braithwaite, J. 27, 54, 175
Brazil
 honour killings 208
 income inequality 58
Breadline Britain index 184
Brecht, Bertholt 55
Breitman, R. 57
Bretton Woods Conference 35
Bridgewater Four 106–8, 109–10
British Airways 136

322

Index
Compiled by Sue Carlton



 INDEX 323

British National Party 153
Brookman, F. 181–2
Brown, Robert 102
BSE (mad cow disease) 31, 48
Bush, George W. 52, 228
Bush, G.H.W. 52
Byers, Stephen 151

Callaghan, James 131
Calley, William 64
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism 

(CARF) 152, 153
Campsfield immigration detention centre 

143, 144
Canada
 immigration policy 135, 151
 same-sex marriage 228–9
capital punishment 62, 131
capitalism 34, 38, 43
Cardiff  Newsagent Three 102, 106
Carlen, P. 27, 95
Carnegie, Andrew 150
Cédras, General Raoul 59
Ceuta 136
Chaco oil fields 61
Channel tunnel 70, 139–40
Chau, P.-L. 225
Chen, M. 192, 202
Chicago School 34
child soldiers 249
childcare, discriminatory practices 202–3
children
 and criminal responsibility 244–5, 246
 deaths 201, 203, 253–6
 delinquency 245–8
 and disease 200–1
 and divorce 243
 emotional abuse 238–9
 environmental harms 240
 as harmers 243–8, 249, 250
 manipulation by markets 240
 and neglect 236, 237, 238
 overprotection 241
 physical and sexual abuse 237–8, 239, 

241
 policy harms 240
 and poverty 250, 253–6, 259–60, 261
 in prison 239
 protection by law 241–3, 250
 and sex trade 203–4
 structural harms 240–1

 as victims of harm 236–43, 249, 250
 work-related deaths 156
Children Act 1989 239, 241–2, 244, 250
Children and Young Persons Act 1969 

246–7
China 91, 94
 discriminatory childcare practices 

202–3
 exit controls 138
 infanticide 201
 sex selection 198, 199, 200
Chossudovsky, M. 72
Christie, N. 11, 14, 15–16, 17, 76–7, 100, 

272
circumcision 232
Clean Water Act 1972 47
Clinton, Bill 33, 37, 52, 57, 137
clitoridectomy 232
Cohen, A.K. 95
Cohen, R. 49–51
Cohen, S. 11, 70–2, 79, 96–7, 100, 129
collective responsibility 22, 31–2
Colombia 58
Commission for Racial Equality 152
Conlon, Gerry 108
control theory 87
Cook, R. 205
Cooper, C. 96
Corbett v. Corbett 229, 231
corporate crime 13, 21, 23, 31–2, 43, 53, 

274
 and denial 79
 and intent 14, 15, 24
 manslaughter 14
 and prosecution 69–70
corporations
 and competitiveness 40
 contested harms 97
 corporate taxation 40, 41, 42
 corporate welfare 40, 42
 and deregulation 52–3
 and moral indifference 78–9, 80
 multinational 37–8, 39
 and regulation 35, 37
Corrigan, P. 125
corruption 88, 89
Court of Appeal (Criminal Division) 

(CACD) 102, 105, 106, 111
Cox, R. 90
crime 10, 11–15, 30
 legal construction 14–15



324 BEYOND CRIMINOLOGY

crime continued
 as performance 87–8
 and serious harm 12–14
 social construction 11–12, 30
crime control industry 16–18
Crime and Disorder Act 1998 31, 244–5
Criminal Cases Review Commission 

(CCRC) 102, 110, 111
criminal justice system 27, 270
 and concept of crime 10, 12
 extension of 54
 ineffectiveness of 16–17
 legitimised by crime 17
 and maintenance of power relations 

17–18, 25
 and powerful actors 31, 32
 and punishment 15–16, 22
 reactionary backlash 128–9
 risk management 129
 and social justice 23–4
 and work-related harm 160, 175–6
Criminal Statistics for England and Wales 

12
criminalisation 10, 11, 15–16, 28, 30–1, 

54, 271, 272
criminology
 critical 68–73, 130–2, 270
 criticism of 10–18, 24–5, 113, 129–30
 and deviance 86–7
 and gendered harm 193–5, 214–15
 retaining commitment to 2, 271–2, 274
 and risk 127–8
 and social harm 26–8, 53, 94–6, 130
 and state crime 86–91
 and violence 113–16
Crown Court 102, 105, 111, 172
Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) 107
Cryptosporidium 47
cultural safety 21
currency speculation 45

Da Silver, T. 214
Dag, Firsat 153
Dangerous and Severe Personality 

Disorder 128–9
Dartmoor prison 127
Das Gupta, M. 202
Davidson, N. 253
Davies, N. 41
De Hann, W. 11
debt 32

denial 71, 79, 97, 98
Denmark 228
Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) 154
deregulation 33, 41, 52–3, 73
developing countries
 and banned pesticides 59
 cost of basic social services 256–9
 and drugs 50
 and harm to females 192, 194, 198–

214
 and structural adjustment packages 73
deviance 86–7, 95, 96
Djibouti 205
domestic violence 13, 106–10, 193, 194
Donohoe, M. 41, 46–7
Dow, Right Rev. Graham, Bishop of 

Carlisle 220
Downing, Stephen 102
Dowry Prohibition Act 1961 210
Doyal, L. 264
drugs, illegal 45
Drugs for Neglected Diseases (DND) 50
Dungavel Removal Centre 143
Durkheim, E. 73–4, 75

ecocide 58
economic power, concentration of 33, 

37–8
Ecuador 208
Eden, Anthony 57
Edgar, K. 115
Edney, R. 114–15
Egypt
 honour killings 208
 infibulation 205
Eichmann, Adolf 74
elder abuse 211–14, 215
 accusations of witchcraft 214
 defining 212–13
 sexual abuse 214
 societal abuse 212–13
embargos 59
environmental harm 46–7, 240
Epstein, R. 36
Ethiopia
 and domestic violence 208
 infibulation 205
European Court of Human Rights 

(ECHR) 149, 229
European Court of Justice 62



 INDEX 325

European Human Rights Convention 155
European Union (EU) 36
 food production 48
 and gay partnership schemes 228
 immigration policy150 135–6, 137, 

138, 139, 149, 154, 155
exclusion 39–40, 54, 80, 82
Exxon-Mobil 38

false confessions 109, 110
family, heterocentric concept of 227
famine 91, 94
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

154, 155
Feeley, M.M. 26
female genital cutting 194, 203, 204–6, 207
feminism 24–5, 114, 193
financial harm 19–20, 104, 112
Finland 51
Fisse, B. 175
Fletcher, J. 199
Fodé, Tounkara 140
Foetal Alcohol Syndrome 242
food
 production and consumption of 46, 

47–9
 scandals 31, 48–9
Food and Agriculture Organisation 

(FAO) 255
Ford Motor Company 78–9
Foucault, M. 24, 25, 31
France
 heatwave deaths 53
 immigration control 139
 passive complicity 62
France, Anatole 60
free markets 33, 38, 39
 see also neo-liberalism
free trade 35–7, 90
freedom 60, 85, 263–4
Froud, J. 44
Fukuyama, F. 55

G-8 39
Gandhi, Mahatma 56
Gardner, Joy 149
Garland, D. 26, 128
Gaza Strip 208
gender 223–4, 230–1
gendered harm 192–216
 girlhood 196–7, 203–6, 207

 infancy 200–3
 life course approach 192, 195–214, 215
 older womanhood 211–14, 215
 prebirth stage 196, 198–200, 215
 womanhood 206–11, 212
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

(GATT) 35, 36
General Agreement on Trade and 

Services (GATS) 37
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) 

47–8
genocide 71, 72, 73, 88, 92, 99
Germany 137
Giddens, A. 26
Gill, S. 39
Gilroy, P. 82
Gioia, Dennis 79
girls
 education 196
 sexual exploitation of 203–4
globalisation 33, 35
 and competitiveness 40
 and deflationary macro-economic 

policies 39
 and exclusion 39–40
 as hegemonic project 38–40
 new political realities 40–3
 and role of state 40, 41–2, 52
 and suffering 67, 73
 and weak states 93
 see also neo-liberalism
Gottschalk, P. 44
Gough, I. 264
Gramsci, A. 82–3, 90, 93, 99, 115
Graves, D. 110
Gray, N. 129
Greece 137
Griffin, G. 214
Grounds, Adrian 108
Guildford Four 102, 108–9
Gulf War Syndrome 96, 98
guns 186
 gun control 58
Gurr, T.R. 93
Guscott, PC 98, 99

Hacking, I. 97
Hague, William 153
Haiti
 refugees from 138, 143, 155
 UN embargo 59



326 BEYOND CRIMINOLOGY

Hall, S. 93, 99
Halliday, Dennis 72
harm
 definitions of 84–6
 indirect 15
harmed community 19
Hayek, F.A. 263, 264
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 161
Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

161–72
 contacts and inspections 162–4, 175
 and dangerous occurrences 167–8, 

172, 174
 enforcement notices 169–70
 Field Operations Directorate (FOD) 

162, 163, 165
 inconsistency 165–9, 170–1, 174
 investigations 164–9, 174–5
 prosecution 13, 170–2
healthcare schemes 42
hegemony 90, 93
HelpAge International 214
Henry, S. 17, 95
Herald of Free Enterprise 69–70
Herring, J. 225
Heseltine, Michael 153
heterosexuality
 and anal sex 220–1
 as harm 217–19, 225–35
 and male dominance 223
 and sexual activities 219–21
 see also homosexuality; intersex 

people; sexual identity; transsexuals
Hewins, Annette 106
Hickey, Michael 106–7
Highly Skilled Migrants Programme 151
Hill, Paddy 106
Hill, Paul 108–9
Hillyard, P. 104
Hitler, Adolf 57
HIV/AIDS 50, 204, 221, 235, 242
Holocaust 57, 77–8
homicide see murder
homophobia 223, 225–6
homosexuality 60, 95, 221–2
 anti-discrimination legislation 226–7
 and marriage 226, 227–8
honour killings 208–10
House of Commons Committee of 

Public Accounts 119–20
Hoverspeed 136

Howard League for Penal Reform 239
Hulsman, L. 11, 12, 273–4
human rights 44, 85, 263–5
 universal 56, 90
 violations of 59, 61, 63, 85, 87, 90–1, 

149
Human Rights Watch 59, 203
Hussein, Saddam 55, 72
Hutton, W. 30
hypergamy 201

identification 76–7
Illegal Immigration Reform and 

Responsibility Act 1996 (IIRRA) 
135

immigrants
 children 143, 147
 deaths 133–4, 137, 139–40, 142, 144
 deportation 148–50, 154
 detention 142–5, 154–5
 dispersal 145–6, 152–3
 economic impact of 150
 and international law 145
 segregation 146–7, 151
 see also asylum seekers
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 135
Immigration (Carriers’ Liability) Act 

1987 135
immigration control 133, 134, 135–50
 border controls 135–8
 carrier sanctions 135–6
 interception 138–41
 and national security 154–5
 and racism 151, 152, 153, 155
 rationale for 150–4
 readmission agreements 138
income inequality 58, 259
 world income distribution 257–9
India
 discriminatory childcare practices 202
 and domestic violence 208
 elder abuse 213
 honour killings 208, 210
 infanticide 201–2
 sex selection 198, 199, 200
Indonesia 89
industrial schools 245–6
inequality 23, 32, 44–5, 51, 58, 90, 259
 see also poverty
Infant Mortality Ratio 201
infanticide 201–2



 INDEX 327

infibulation 204, 205
insurance 12, 26
intent 14–15, 24, 68–9, 72–3, 114
International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights 262–3
international institutions, and moral 

indifference 72
International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

156, 157
international law 36, 87, 88, 92, 145
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 35, 

39, 40, 42, 45, 72, 73
International Trade Organisation (ITO) 

35
intersex people 225, 233–4
Iran 62
Iraq 71, 89
 economic sanctions 72
 prisoner abuse scandal 64
Irudaya Rajan, S. 200
Israel 61
Italy 135, 139, 149

Jackson, S. 221, 223
Jacobson, J.L. 252
Jat community 200
Jessop, B. 130
Jordan 208
Junge, M. 75–6
Junhong, C. 199
juvenile delinquency 95

Kantaras, Michael 231
Katz, J. 87–8
Kauzlarich, D. 85–6, 87
Kenya
 elder abuse 213
 honour killings 208
 infibulation 205
Keynes, John Maynard 66
Khanna, R. 200, 202
Kim, Jim Yong 44
Kissinger, Henry 255–6
Koita, Yaguine 140
Kosovo 57, 64
Kramer, R.C. 87
KROM 76–7
Kusum, K. 199, 215

labelling theory 87
Labour Force Survey (LFS) 158–9

Lacey, N. 11–12
Law Commission, UK 22
Law, D. 39
Lawrence, Stephen 151, 153
Leeke, Graham 110
Lenin, V.I. 66
lesbianism 221–2
Levi, M. 91
Levinas. E. 74
Levy, B. 204
Lewis, George 109
Liberia 93
life course approach 192, 195–214, 215
 girlhood 196–7
 infancy 196
 older womanhood 197–8
 prebirth stage 196, 198–200
 womanhood 197
 see also gendered harm, life course 

approach
Littleton, Christine 231
Lomé Convention 138
Lyme Regis, canoeing accident 69

M25 Three 102
McCauley, A.P. 210
Magistrates’Courts 102, 105, 111
Maguire, M. 181–2
Mali 205
malnutrition 255–6
Marcos, Ferdinand 89
marginalisation 39–40, 54, 80–2, 83
market-based system
 and inequalities 44–5
 and regulation 34–5
 and social harms 46, 49–51, 54
Marks & Spencer 48
marriage 197
 same-sex 226, 227–8
Marx, Karl 37–8, 43, 131
mass toxic torts 97
masturbation 232
maternal deaths 210–11, 212
Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) 211, 

212
Mathiesen, T. 11, 16, 17, 126
media reporting, and bias 64–5
Medical Foundation for the Care of 

Victims of Torture 153
Melilla 136
mens rea (guilty mind) 14



328 BEYOND CRIMINOLOGY

Menson, Michael 153
mergers 37–8
Merton, Robert 87
mesothelioma 157
migration 133–55
 managed 147, 150–1
 see also asylum-seekers; immigrants
Millennium Declaration 262
Milovanovic, D. 17
Mire, Farhan 153
miscarriages of justice 101–12
 existing discourses 101–3
 and financial harm 110–11, 112
 and physical harm 109–10, 112
 psychological harm 108–10, 112
 and real perpetrators 107–8
 social harm approach to 101, 103–12
Mobuto Sese Seko 89
modernity, and morality 76, 79–81
Molloy, Patrick 110
Moore, Michael 81–2
moral indifference 67–83
 and critical criminology 68–73
 developing theory of 73–82
 and intention 68–9, 72–3
morality, theories of 73–7
Morgan Stanley 42
Morland, I. 234
Morocco 208
Morris, Bill 146
Mozambique 214
Muncie, J. 10
murder 69, 178–91
 and areas of poverty 22, 184–6
 and cause of death 186–7
 changing patterns 182–4, 187–90
 from victim’s perspective 178–9
 victims 179–82
Murder (Abolition of the Death Penalty) 

Act 1965 131
Muro y Fernandez-Cavado, Antonio 48–9
Muslims
 attacks on 155
 Bosnian 57
 round up of 154
mutuality 75–6
MV Tampa 139
My Lai massacre 64
Myanmar 55

Naseri, Davoud 153

National Asylum Support Service 
(NASS) 145

National Audit Office (NAO) 119
National Deviancy Symposium 25
National Rifle Association 58
National Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) 238
Nationality, Immigration and Asylum 

Act 2002 146–7
natural disasters 58
Nauru 139
Navarro, V. 51–2
neo-liberalism 30, 33–43, 52
 and concentration of economic power 

37–8
 and harm production 43–51, 53
 and inequalities 30, 32–3, 43
 and liberty 263–4
 role of state 34–6, 38–9, 40, 41–2, 52
 see also globalisation
Netherlands
 passive complicity 62
 and same-sex marriage 228
Nevada del Ruiz volcano 58
New Labour 30–1, 40, 54, 128, 146
Nigeria
 corruption 89
 infibulation 205
North American Free Trade Agreement 

(NAFTA) 36, 37
North Korea 94
Norway 76–7
Nsimba, Kimpua 144
nuclear radiation 97

Oakington detention centre 145
O’Brien, Michael 106
Ogborn, Ann 224
oligopoly 38
OLL Ltd 69
Onslow, Michael, Earl of 121
Operation Gatekeeper 137
Operation Phoenix 64
Operation Ulysses 139
Ormrod, Lord Justice 229
over-three-day injuries 166–7

Paddington rail crash 274
paedophilia
 and moral panic 128
 wrongful convictions for 105



 INDEX 329

Pakistan
 capital punishment 62
 honour killings 208
Palestinians 61, 65
Paraguay 61
parenting orders 245
Partial Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome 

233–4
Payne, Sarah 128
Peirce, Gareth 106
pension provision 42
people smuggling 141–2
Perkins, John 109, 110
Peru 203
pharmaceutical industry 46, 49–51
Philippines 89
physical harm 19, 104, 112
Pilger, J. 16
Pinto car 78–9
Plant, R. 264
Poland 137
Police Complaints Authority (PCA) 110
police custody, deaths in 121, 122
Police Federation 127, 131
police officers 120–5, 127
 assaults on 122–4
 deaths of 120–2, 125
 injuries to 124–5
 and traffic accidents 124–5
pollution 32, 46–7, 69, 114, 240
Portugal 139
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 

97–8, 108, 239
Poulantzas, N. 127
poverty 19–20, 51, 58, 151, 251–66
 absolute 250, 259–60, 261
 and children 250, 253–6, 259–60, 261
 and criminality 80–1
 and health 251–3
 and murder 22, 184–6
 and social justice 260–5
Powell, Enoch 151
power-knowledge nexus 24, 25
Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques Act 1994 

199
prison 16–17, 26, 76–7
 and violence 114–15
prison officers 116–20
 assaults on 118, 119
 deaths 117–18
 levels of sickness 119–20

Prison Officers’ Association (POA) 
116–17, 127, 131

Prison Reform Trust 115
prisoners
 assaults on 118–19
 and fear 127
Private Finance Initiatives 42
privatisation 70, 73
Prodi, Romano 150
property rights 36–7
Protecting the Protectors 129
psychological harm 21, 104, 112
punishment 15–16, 22
Purchasing power Parity (PP) 259
pyrrhic defeat theory 12–13, 18

quality of life 21, 31, 33
Queen, Carol 221

Rabbit-proof fence 59
Racak 64
racism 60, 151, 152–4
Rahmani, Peiman 153
rail crashes 14, 31, 274–5
Rambouillet conference 64
Ramsbotham, Sir David 127
rational choice theory 87
Rawalpindi 208
Rawls, J. 86
Reagan, Ronald 40, 52
redistribution 43, 265
 from poor to rich 19, 45
reformatories 245–6
refugees 136, 138
 see also asylum seekers; migration
regional protection areas 140
regulation 38–9, 40, 48, 52
Reiman, J. 12–13, 14–15, 18, 28, 68
Reiner, R. 121
Reno, W. 91
responsibility 22, 31–2, 74–8
revenge 128
risk 26, 127–8
Robens philosophy 174
Robinson, S. 128
Roch, Lord Justice 110
Roma 151–2
Roosevelt, Franklin D. 60
Rose, K.C. 219
Rose, Lord Justice 109
Ruddock, Philip 150–1



330 BEYOND CRIMINOLOGY

Rummel, R.J. 88–9
Russell, Megan and Lin 128
Rwanda 57

Sakharov, Andrei 65
Salmi, J. 113, 114
Salmonella 48
Sands, Bobby 65
Sarat, A. 128
Sayer, D. 125
Schengen Agreement 136
Schlesinger, P. 117
schools
 compulsory schooling 95–6
 discipline 245–6
 and harm 239
Schwendinger, H. and J. 71, 85
Scott, S. 223
Sealink UK Ltd 70
Searle, C. 96
Sen, A. 192
Senderowitz, J. 197
September 11 2001 67
sex education 235
sex selection 194, 198–200
sexual discrimination 192
sexual identity 222, 229, 230, 233
sexual intercourse, and penetration 

219–21, 229, 234
sexuality, and medical interventions 

231–4
Shamir, Yitzhak 65
Shanghai Children’s Welfare Institute 

202–3
Sheen inquiry 70
Shell Oil 61
Shipman, Harold 31, 190
Shokeid, M. 222
Showalter, E. 98
Sim, J. 127
Simon, J. 26
Singapore 198
Singh, Pardeep 140
Sivanandan, A. 151
slavery 62
Smart, A. 91
Smart, C. 12, 195
Snider, L. 160
social control 95, 125–6
social harm
 definition of 19–21, 103

 mass harm 23–4
 measuring 21–2
 resulting from compulsory schooling 

95–6
 resulting from environmental 

destruction 46–7
 resulting from food consumption 44, 

47–9
 resulting from market dynamics 44–5
 resulting from miscarriages of justice 

103, 105–8
 resulting from neo-liberalism 43–51
 social construction of 97–8
social harm approach 10, 18–26, 96–9, 

130, 267–71
 comparative approach 21
 limits of 271–5
 policy responses 22–3, 24
 and social justice 26–9
socialism 33, 61, 94
Somalia
 capital punishment 62
 female genital cutting 205
South Korea 198, 200
Southall rail crash 14
Soviet Union
 collapse of 55
 state terrorism 61
Spain
 cooking oil scandal 48–9
 immigration control 136, 139
Srebrenica 61–2
Stalin, Joseph 94
Standard Oil of New Jersey 61
Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR) 185
state
 and moral regulation 125–6, 130–2
 role of 34–6, 38–9, 40, 41–2, 52
state crime 13, 14, 21, 24, 43, 53, 85, 

86–91
 and denial 71, 97, 98
 as organisational deviance 84, 86–90
 quantification 88–9
 and quasi-voluntary compliance 91–2
 reasons for studying 88–9
 and sanctions 87, 89–90
state harm 84–100, 96
 acknowledged harms 96
 agendas for research 94–9
 and conflicts of interest 84–5
 contested harms 96–7, 98



 INDEX 331

 legitimation of 96, 98–9
 political economy of 91–4
state servants, as victims of violence 

115–29, 131
state socialism 94
state terror 61, 88, 92, 94
Steinberg, D.L. 235
Steinert, S. 11
Stern gang 65
Stern, Nicholas 262
Stevenson, O. 238
Straw, Jack 151–2
strong states 93
structural adjustment packages 73
sub-Saharan Africa
 female genital cutting 205
 infant mortality 201
 and pharmaceutical market 50
 role of women 198
 weak states 92
subculture theory 87
Sudha, S. 200
Suharto family 89
Surage, Rumi 153
surplus value, redistribution of 38
Sutherland, E. 13, 23
Szasz, A. 160

Taiwan 198
Taliban 55
Tamil Nadu 200
Tampere summit 1999 138
Tannenbaum, F. 126
Tappan, P. 13
tax credits 42
taxation
 progressive 43
 regressive 19
 tax evasion 89
Taylor, Charles 93
terrorists 65
Tesco 48
Thatcher, Margaret 40, 52, 65, 151, 264
Third Way 33, 52, 83
30/30/40 society 30
Tilly, C. 91
Tombs, S. 104
torture 62, 88
Townsend, P. 253
Townsend-Thoresen 69–70
trafficking 141–2

transgender see intersex people; 
transsexuals

transit zones 140–1
transnational corporations 39, 41, 72
transsexuals 224
 and marriage 229–31
Tumber, H. 117
Turkey
 and Armenians 57
 honour killings 208
 immigration control 137
Tutsis 57
Tutu, Desmond 61
Tweedale, G. 157, 158
Twitchell, Keith 109

Uganda
 female genital cutting 205
 honour killings 208
Ukraine 94
UNCTAD 73
UNDP 256
UNFPA 204, 210–11
UNHCR 136, 137, 143
UNICEF 59, 204, 210–11, 259, 260
United Kingdom
 corporate taxation 41
 health and safety legislation 160–73
 homicides 69
 immigration policy 134, 135, 136, 139, 

143–50, 151–2, 154, 155
 inequalities 51
 miners’ strike 93
 and murder 178–91
 riots 64–5
 sanctions against Iraq 72
 welfare system 42
United Nations 35
 and child mortality 253
 economic sanctions 59, 72
 passive complicity 62
United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child 249
United Nations Economic and Social 

Council 35
United States
 anti-terrorism measures 154–5
 capital punishment 62
 and environmental issues 46–7
 gun control laws 58
 immigration control 135, 137, 138, 154



332 BEYOND CRIMINOLOGY

United States continued
 inequalities 46, 51
 and mediated violence 58
 passive complicity 62
 PATRIOT Act 154
 poverty 55
 prison industries 16, 32
 and same-sex marriage 228, 231
 sanctions against Iraq 72
 and transsexual marriage 231
 violence 55–6
 welfare system 42
United States Council for International 

Business 37
United States Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) 47
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

256
Uruguay 208

van Swaaningen, R. 10
vCJD 48
Vetlesen, A.J. 74
Victims of Crime Trust 129
Vietnam 58, 64
violence
 alienating 59–60, 63
 analytical framework 60–3
 biased reports of 64–6
 by omission 57–8, 63
 definitions of 114
 in democratic societies 55–6
 direct 56–7, 60, 63
 ideological conflict 113
 indirect 57–9, 63
 mediated 57, 58–9, 63
 repressive 59, 63
 social 57–8

Wallerstein, J.S. 243
war crimes 88
water quality 47
weak states 92–3
welfare 19, 22, 30, 42–3, 51
 and SAPs 73
welfare-to-work 42
Welsh, B. 93
Wertz, D. 199
West Africa, and state crime 91
West Midlands Serious Crime Squad  

109

Whelan, Ann 106–7
white-collar crime 13, 21, 23, 31, 113
Wicks, Jessica and Robin Manhart 231
Widdecombe, Anne 153
Willis, B. 95, 204
Wilton, T. 221
witchcraft, accusations of 214
women
 in developing world 192, 194–5
 and labour market 197
 life expectancy 192
 male violence against 193
 murder rate changes 183, 190
 as property 204, 208–9
 see also gendered harm
Women’s Group on Public Welfare 237
work ethic 80–1, 82
work-related harm 156–77
 and dangerous occurrences 167–8, 

172, 174
 deaths and injuries 156, 157–9, 164–5, 

166–7, 170–3, 174
 economic costs of 157, 159
 industrial diseases 168–9
 level of fines 172–3
 psychological effects of 159–60
 and sentencing 172–3
 social costs 159–60
 see also Health and Safety Executive 

(HSE)
workplace
 self-regulation 161
 and unionisation 176–7
World Bank 35, 39, 42, 45, 72, 73
World Health Organisation (WHO) 48, 

50, 198, 204, 206, 208, 210–13, 
251–2, 253

World Trade Organisation (WTO) 36, 37, 
39, 45, 72

Yarls Wood detention centre 144–5
Yiohan 133
Young, Janet Mary, Baroness 220
Youth Justice Board 244

Zaire 89
Zeebrugge disaster 14, 69–70
Zeilinger, I. 198
Zemiology 276
 see also social harm
Zvekic, U. 89


